
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS


MONTHLY MEETINGS


Are held the third Monday of


Each month at 7:00 p.m.


At the Township Office Bldg.


8650 McClays Mill Road.


ALL ARE 


WELCOME 


 ATTEND!





NEWSLETTER








LURGAN TOWNSHIP





Special Points Of    Interest


A History Lesson


Recycling News


Bulky Trash Days Ahead








Ph:  717-532-7460                       8650 McClays Mill Road, Newburg, PA  17240              Fax:  717-532-7816








TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY


Supervisors


Norman S. Appleby	532-7460


Robert. L. Boyd 		729-1438


Lawrence C. Kolb Jr.	532-7460





Secretary/Treasurer


JoAnna Cover		532-7460





Tax Collector


Barbara J. Wiser	             532-5515





Sewage Enforcement


Vincent Elbel	             263-6120  





OFFICE HOURS


Mon., Tues, Thurs, Fri.,


8:00-1:00       


Closed Wednesdays





LURGAN TOWNSHIP—A HISTORY LESSON


CHARLES BELTZ, TOWNSHNIP HISTORIAN





ROXBURY GRAMMER SCHOOL


   In 1937, the only inoculation required was vaccination for smallpox.  Upon entering first grade, a yellow certificate singed by a doctor and a “birdie” mark on the shoulder was your ticket to a small seat. With all other childhood diseases you took your chances and accepted the consequences.


   Since Smallpox has been eliminated from all nations, only in laboratories scatted in the United States and Russia does the germ culture exist.  If, by accident or purpose, these cultures were reintroduced, many would be infected, and a large percentage would succumb to the disease. Our childhood protection has long since lost its effectiveness.


   Because there was no kindergarten in the 1930’s, everyone entered first grade. Colds, flues, chickenpox, measles, mumps and diphtheria marched through the little children. Chances for infections were numerous.


   Now, school entrance requirements are for shots to prevent these common but often debilitating illnesses.  In times past, these diseases were simply endured.  Sadly, the end was death for many.  No treatment existed.  A check of old graveyards reveals many small tombstones for children whose ages range from a few days to late childhood.  Nearly every family mourned the passing of at least one little one.


   Another potentially fatal disease was rickets.  Lack of nutritional knowledge and lack of financial funds for food purchases, contributed to this wasting away of bone support. The legs were first affected.


   In the 1950’s, Dr. Salk discovered a vaccine for the prevention of polio.  Children’s parents no longer had to fear the crippling or fatality of the dangerous disease, whose survivors suffered various incapacity and spent their lives limping, in wheel chairs or on breathing machines.


   In Roxbury, Mrs. Emery Guyer instructed the first four grades with as many as thirty seven students. D. Frank Stewart taught students five through eight.  No one questioned or protested large amounts of pupil faces on the first day of the fall semester, which, at that time, included only one hundred forty days.  Children were needed at home on the farm.  Gradually school terms increased to the present one hundred eighty day requirement.  Farming is no longer the main economy of the area.























